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[Tbis address, which was read at Detroit, attracted tJie attention and 
oordial thanks of the large assembly there of gentlemen connected with 
public education. The body of men who are engaged in State universities, . 
in normal schools, and other institutions supported by States, is now con- 
siderable. These men do not care to. be set aside by an epigram, as being 
the mere tools of political parties, and as of no account except aa political 
make-weights. They were, therefore, especially glad to hear a defence of 
public education in the higher walks of education. 

On the other hand, the addi'esa, even aa partially reported, has been 
challenged almost, of course, by the sectarian journals. For these reasons 
we are glad to publish, for consideration now and for preservation, from 
the authoi's manuscript, a much fuller report than any which has yet ap- 
peared. The demand for it among ail persons interested in the subjeot is 
so large, that this special edition is reprinted in pamphlet form. — Eds. 
Old and New.] 

Amosq all the modem nations, two aroused the world's wonder by its 

stand pre-eminent for faith in public political and social triumphs, 

education, and for energy in providing N^xt I name the United States, 

it. where, in sight of all mankind, pop- 

Of these, I name first the German ular education is lifting a nation above -t 

nation. In the midst of great calami- all the efforts of demagogues in the 

ties and trials, and long years of bard field, in the senate-house, and in the 

work, and under administrations eco- press. 

nomical to parsimony, she has devel- In one thing these two nations have 

oped a system, whidh, for half a adopted the same policy, and obtained 

century, baa won the admiration of the same results. Each has ma^Je 

the world by its intellectual triumphs, abundant provision for primary and 

and which, in the past ten years, has secondary education in public schools, 
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476 The Ncdional and Slate Governments 

and botli hare found in this a source nnivetaity lecture-room a, on tlie oppo- 

of triumphs both in peace and war, site side of the street, professors put- 

which have placed them in the fore- ting forth ideas fatal to absolute mon- 

most rank among modern nations. atchy. 

Bu; in the other half of tJie sjs- Bear in mind, too, that this is not 

tem, — in prorision for advanced edn- the result of centnries of worlt, — a 

cation, in high scientific and industrial result impossible in a new country, 

schools and universities, — they have Though some of the German uni- 

followed courses directly opposite, and versities are on very old foundations, 

with directly opposite results. they have been remodelled to suit 

Germany has carried out her fun- modern needs, and are in reality new: 

damental principle logically. Having the greatest of all, the University of 

started with the idea that the people Berlin, is younger ^sm the majority 

of a nation should provide for the of our American colleges which have 

education of the nation, it has stopped most reputation ; and the greatest of 

at no imaginary line ; it has provided her institutions for advanced instruc- 

for the education of the whole peo- tion in the' applied sciences have 

pie, — for the young, in primary and grown up within twenty years, 

secondary schools; for those more Theresulthasbeengreat, politically, 

advanced, in technical schools and intellectually, and morally. These 

universities. The result is now before universities, supported by the whole 

the world. people, and for the whole people, 

Forth from these institutions have stand far above any others in the 

come a majority of the greatest world. 

leaders of modem thought and prac- The United States, agreeing with 

tice, — not only great theologians Germany in the general line of her 

and lawyers and physicians and bis- public school policy and primary edu- 

torians, and general scholars, but cation, has pursued an entirely diffet- 

great engineers, physicists, chemists, ent path in regard to university policy 

and naturalists, — strong in develop- and advanced education, 

ing the material resources of the While making primary and second- 

oation. Nor have they done less for ary education a matter of National and 

liberty than for civilization. State concern, it has left its advanced 

In a State whose central adminis- education, in file main, to various 

tration is thoroughly orthodox, and religious sects. It has allowed an 

exercises strong political control, ';hese utterly illogical imaginary line to be 

universities are strongholds of free- drawn, below which the State pro- 

dom in politics and religion. -In the vides for education gladly and fully, 

halls of the University of Berlin, above which she turns the whole 

within a stone's-throw of the palace matter over to the sectarian spirit of 

of the rigidly orthodox Frederick the country. While the llnited States 

William IV., might be heard during has pushed the roots of its public 

his entire reign the free utterances of school system down into the needs and 

men opposed to every rehgious or feelings of the whole people, and thus 

■political doctrine which the king obtained a deep rich soil, which has 

thought essential. From the palace given sturdy growth, it has pushed 

-window, where the Emperor William ■ tlie roots of advanced education down. 

loves to stand, can he seen in the into the multitude of scattered secta, 
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and lias obtained a soil wretchedly rooms. Tliese men of ours would, 
tliin, and a growth miserably scant, under a better syatem, develop aiiiiii- 
For the first reault of thia policy as rably the intellectual treasures of o«r 
to adranced education was, tliat, as people and the material resources of 
sects multiplied, the so-called colleges our country ; but cramped by want 
and universities multiplied. Now, of books, want of apparatus, want of 
while the main condition of primary every thing needed Id advanced in- 
education is diffusion of resources, the struction, cramped, above all, by the 
main condition of advanced education spirit of tiie sectarian college system, 
is concentration of resources. Eng- very many of them have been par- 
land sees this, and has but four uni- alyzed. 

versities; imperial Prussia sees it, and I know whereof I speak. Within 
!i3s eight; the United States has not the last twenty years I hove seea 
seen it, and the last Report of the much of these institutions, and within 
Bureau of Education shows that we the last seven years I have made it a 
have over three hundred and sixty in- duty to watch them closely | and I 
stitutions beating the name of "col- freely confess that my observations 
lege'' and "university." have saddened me. Go fi-om one 
The most evident result has been great State to another, in every one 
the impoverishment of the wbole sys- you shall find that this unfortunate 
tern. With very few exceptions, these system has produced the same miser- 
coll ej^es and universities are without able results, — in tlievast mnjority of 
any thing approaching complete facul- our States not a single college or uni- 
ties, wiihout libraries giving any idea versity worthy of the name; only a 
of the present condition of know!- multitude of little sectarian schools 
edge, without illustrative collections with pompous names and poor equip- 
for study, without laboratories for ex- ments, each doing its best to prevent 
periment, with next to no modern the establishment of any institution 
apparatus and instruments. This is broader and better, 
true of the whole country ; but it is The traveller arriving in our great 
more sadly true of those States out- cities generally lands in a railway 
side of the original thirteen. station costing more than all the 
The next striking result lias been a university edifices of the State ; and 
lasting injury to those engaged in the he sleeps in a hotel in which there is 
work of advanced instruction. Many embarked more capital than in the 
noble men stand in the faculties of entire university endowment for mil- 
those colleges and universities, — men lions of people. 

who would do honor lo any institution He visits asylums for lunatics, idiots, 
of advanced learning in the world, deaf, dumb, and blind,nay,evenfortlie' 
After much intercourse with univer- pauper and criminal, and he finds them 
sity professors of various nations, I palaces: he visits thecollege buildings ■* 
feel assured that I have never seen for young men of sound mind and ear- 
any who surpass in natural strength nest purpose, the dearest treasures of 
and earnestness very many in our own the State, and he generally finds them 
country ; and I have heard this re- in vile barracks. He inspects those 
marked more than once by thoughtful asylums for men and women who are 
American fellow- students, while sit- never more to be useful, and finds 
ting in foreign university lecture- them provided with most perfect sys- 
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tems of Tentilation : he visits the that imiddiness betoltcng depth, and 
dormitories, recitation and lecture that, if a clergyman he a dull preacher, 
rooms, where live and move the young he ia probably a profound scholar. The 
men who are to make or mar the result of thiswaa, that the really strong 
State, and he flnda them with sya- men holding professorships were some- 
tems of heating which vitiate the air, times liampered by incompetent men, 
and with no ventilation. Examiniag whose main function was tohear young 
still further, he fiads that the inmates men "parrot" text-books by rote in 
of the asylums have good food well the recitation -room, and to denounce 
prepared; he finds the inmates of "science, falsely so called" in the 
colleges generally supplied with poor chupel, varying these avocations by 
food badly prepared ; he finds young going around the country, denouncing 
men of sedentary and scholarly pur- every attempt at a better system as 
suits living in families where vinegar godless, and passing around the con- 
and grease are combined by the worst tribucion- boxes in behalf of the bad 
cookery in the world to form a diet system they represented, 
which would destroy the stomachs of Such is the main outline of the de- 
wood-choppers. Insufficient as intel- velopment of the American system of 
lectual training at most of these places college instruction; and, if its result is 
is, the physical training is much worse, in the main unsatisfactory, its present 
for it tends to make the great body of condition is mortifying, 
students sickly and weak and morbid, This system of advanced education 
rather than strong pioneers of good is now an old one. The time has ar- 
thoughts, and sturdy bulwarks against rived when it may be fidly and fairly 
politii:aI folly, judged. It is not a new or young 

And, finally, there has come by the plant, as many fondly suppose ; it 

prevailing system a cramping of the has been developing more than two 

intellectual development more unfor- hundred years. By this time, if ever, 

tunate than that produced by poverty; we ma^ expect i griat, strong growth, 

for, as these institutions diew their a luxuriance in bloom an 1 frnitage 

nutriment mamlyfrom sei-tarianefFort, But whit do ne see'' Let me sum 

thecontrollingideabecameaect growth, up with a few facts universally ac- 

and not individual growth Asaresult, knowledged As to nnner^itic, our 

each young man Iieird only professors prevailmg sect svstem lias filled in 

of hisown "601,01 thoseafiiliated with two hundred and fifty jetrs to de- 

it Ills fhilosopbj, his history, his velop one wbuli rinks with institu- 

literature, was cast in the sect mould tions beiniig that name in the other 

The main result wis not so much to greit cmlizid iiat ons, some of them 

" edncate the young luin s mind as to of far more rteent cre<ition than our 

Wiirp it own The University of Berlin is 

Ihis w-is all the more nituril be- jounger than a multitude of our 

cause the various sect« sometimes Amencan colleges it was brought 

found their colleges convenient asy up to its highest pinnacle b\ a nation 

lums for their un^-atisfactory pastor*, crushed by military disaster and by 

and their profeisorships comfortable finincial burdens yet no one will 

shelves for men nit ■juccessfui in their cHiin that we have an institution to 

pulpits This was rendered ill the compare with it 
more easy by the current superstition, Aa to schools of mechanical -and 
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civil engineering, we are developing as the fundamental proposition of 

some which are doing excellent wo rli; this paper: — 

but we have not as yet one which will The main provision for advanced 
take rank with the multitude of such education in the United States must 
schools on the continent. To say be made by the people at large, act- 
nothing of such institutions as the ing through their National and State 
French ficole Polytechnique, we have legislatures, to endow and maintain 
no advanced schools to compare with institutions for the higher inatruc- 
recent creations at Stuttgart, Carls- tion, fully equipped, and free from 
ruhe, and Zurich. sectarian control 

As to laboratories, all these years And. first, I argue that ^Aepasi Aw- 

of work in America, mainly shaped tory and present candition of the higher 

by the prevailing system, have failed education in the United Stales arome 

to give us one to compare for a mo- a stron/j presumption in favor of maJc- 

ment with several recently erected at in// it a matter of public civil action, 

Leipsic, Berlin, Heidelberg, Munich, rather than leaving it to the prevail- 

and elsewhere, by government aid. ing system of private sectarian action. 

As to museums of the mechanic arts, The history already given certainly 

all our collections combined would be arouses a presumption against the ex- 

as the small dust in the balance, when istingsystem; but thatpresumption is 

compared to the Conservatoire dea greatly strengthened by noticing what 

Arts et Metiers. has been done, under the beginning of 

As to art collections bearing on the the plan I now advocate, — the plan 

various industries, if we were to add under which the citizenaof the various 

together all that our American system States of the United Statea have taken 

has accumulated, and multiply the sura advauued education into their con- 

hy thousands, we should have nothing trol. 

toapproachtheschoolarecentlycreated Look briefly over this history of a 
by the English Government at South better effort. The first good attempt 
Kensington. As to various branches to give to this country a true universi- 
of instruction, we have many men in ty, as distinguished from the Ameri- 
all departments equal to the best in can deterioration of tlie English col- 
Europe ; but, for want of a university lege, was made hy State action in the 
system to give scope to their ambi- creation of the University of Vir- 
tion, they have almost entirely lacked ginia. 

opportunity. American students have The prevailing sectarian system 

been forced to pursue their most ad- profited not at all by this example, 

vanced studies abroad. Even as to The great universities of Germany 

that which ia nearest us, —no full grew into their modern state, nur- 

professorship of American history aeries of the love of learning and the 

exists in our land. To study this love of freedom; but the sectarian 

history, young men have gone to sit college system of America went on 

at the feet of Laboulaye at Paris, multiplying the usual poor imitations 

Neumann at Berlin, and Kingsley of English colleges, when public civil 

a't English Cambridge. It is in view action was again resorted bo, and gave 

of such a meagre growth in over two the beginning of another university: 

hundred years, under the prevailing the combined bounty of the National 

5ystem, that I present the following, and State Government, wisely admin. 
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istered, gave to the country the Uni- that by which a nation or a state, in 
versify of Michigan. consideration of a few hundreds of 
Aa to scientific and technological tliousands of dollar?, delirera over its 
instractioii, our country waited for system of advanced instruction to be 
years after such advanced instruction controlled and limited l>y the dogmas 
wa3 given in Europe ; but there and whimseys of living donors or dead 
came only scattered and feeble efforts ; testators. In more than one nation, 
and tbe first great and comprehensive dead hands, stretching out from graves 
system wliich gave a college for ap- closed generations gone, have lain 
plied science to every State in the with a deadly chill upon institutions 
Union was established by the con- for advanced instruction during cen- 
greasional act of 1862, supplemented turies. More than one institution in 
by the various acts of the State legia- our own country has felt this grip 
latures. and chill. Tlie progress of civiliza- 
Aa to the illustration of natural tion in the Old World since the 
science, the one collection in the French Revolution of 1789 has 
United States that has acknowledged tended more and more to the building- 
rank throughout the world is the one up of its education in accordance with 
fostered by the wise and careful boun- the needs of living men rather than 
ty of the State of Massac.husetU at the anticipations of dead men. My 
Cambridge. position is simply, that, if we ought 
And as to education in morals, to govern ourselves in any thing, we 
that very education of what is best ought to govern ourselves in this; 
in man, which is claimed as the es- and that if, in matters of far less im- 
pecial raison d'etre of the prevailing portance,"we will not allow our rights, 
sectarian system, the only institution duties, and wants to he decided upon 
which is generally recognized as bv this or that living man, we cer- 
strong enough to impress upon its thinly ought not, in a matter of such 
whole teaching a sense of duty siifB vast importance as the higher edu- 
ciently deep to hold its onn igamst cation of our children, to allow our 
the immoral tides of these times, the rights, duties, and wants to be decided 
only one, which, when gradu'^taa of ill upon by this or that dead man. 
other institutions fail, is, by common Again: I argue that ^itWw provis- 
consent, appealed to, to give mana- -ion, that is tha dedsion and provision 
gers to our railways who will nut by eaeh ffenerafion as to its own ad- 
plunder, investigators of our mines vaneed education, ts alone worthy of 
who will not lie, negotiators nith our our dignity as citizens. 
Indians who will not cheat, is the What would be thought of a State 
Government College at West Point. which refused to build its State-house 
But I argue next, that caj¥/«^^M&- from ils State treasury, i|^d on the 
lie provision by the people for their ostensible ground that private giving 
own S'ystem. of advanced instruction is good for the donor, and honorable 
is the only republican and the only to tbe State, begged individuals to 
democratic method. build it ? Should we not have a re- 
While I hail with joy supplemen- suit exactly typical of what is exliib- 
tary private gifts when not used as ited in the prevailing system for 
fetters, I maintain that there can be advanced instruction ? We should 
no system more unrepublicaa than probably, if fortunate enough to get 
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any tliiDg at all, End, after a centuiy, Take, aa an example, tbe congres- 
an edifice perfectly typical of what sional grant of 1862, to national col- 
has been gives us under our similar leges, for scientific and industrial in- 
aystem in advanced education, — a struction. The recent reports of tha 
Eomaii tower of brick liere; a Gothic United States Commissioner of Edu- 
spire of stone there; a Greek pedi- cation show that gifts have been aggr&- 
ment of wood here; a Keniis'sance gated about these nuclei to the amount 
cupola of iron there ; a Dorii, column of over eight million dollars. Let ma 
of porphyry next a Corinthian column refer to an example within the Stats 
of sandstone ; no fitting approaLlies, of New York. The national grant 
because no one had given anything -n as concentrated upon one institution, 
so humble i halla too small, and door- the Cornell University. This en- 
ways too narrow, and windovva askew couraged thoughtful and liberal men 
in accordance with this or that deid to hope that something worthy of the 
man's whimsey. State might be built upon that foun- 

But this is the least. Suppose dation; and the result is, that in eight 
that we really get our building thus years there have been added to that 
constructed, what would be thought original endowment private gifts to 
of the policy which should leave the the value of over a million, five hun- 
State building thus erected to be con- dred thousand dollars ; and, so far as 
trolled forever, as to its occupancy I can learn, none of these gifts would 
and use, by living and dead donors, have been made hut for the nucleus 
ancient and modern, and by their afforded by the national grant, 
medley of ideas, religious and secular, I argue nest, that hy liberal pvhli/i 
forcible and feeble, crude and thought- grants alone can our private endow- 
ful, shrewd and absurd ? And, if this meats be wisely directed or economv- 
system is incompatible with State cally aggregated. 
and ^rational dignity as regards a No one conversant with the history 
mere pile of stone and mortar, how of advanced instruction in this coun- 
much more so when there is con- try can have failed to note the inef- 
cerned the building of an edifice fably absurd way in which large gifts 
madeof the best brains and hearts of for advanced instruction have been 
living men, and the control of a great frittered away under the prevailing 
system of advanced education, in all system. 

its branches, for the entire nation, There is hardly a State in the 
for all generations ! Union where the sums, large and 

Again: 1 3ig\xe i\ia.i by pubHo pro- small, that have been scattered 
vision can private gifts be best sttm- among a multitude of petty sectarian 
itlated. institutions called colleges and uni- 

We have had in our country many versities, would not have produced 
noble examples of munificence to- one institution of great public value,'^ 
ward institutions for advanced in-v had these gifts been directed to one 
struction ; but no one thing seems to object, and aggregated about one 
have stimulated them so much as nucleus. 

the public endowments, which have Compare two Western States lying 

. ajoused discussion, and afforded ob- near each other, — Ohio and Michi- 

jects to which citizens of all creeds gan. The State of Ohio has had 

could contribute as a patriotic duty. every advantage over its northern 
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neighbor as to population, soil, wealth, great telescope worthy of the greatest 
communication with the seaboard, and institution in the world; but hardly 
priority of complete occupation ; but, any one else has given the institution 
as regards advanced education, it any thing : there is no gift of a well- 
stnmhled into the policy of scattered equipped observatory, or provision for 
denominational colleges supported by an observer; and the telescope mi^'ht 
sectarian beggary. as well be in Japan. 

The State of Michigan took its On the other hand, another denomi- 
national grant, developed upon that national college has received the gift 
a State University; and from time of a spiendid observatory ; but no one 
to time its State legislature has has added a gift of money for a tele- 
added judiciously to it. Now loot at scope and other instruments. So the 
the results. The great State of Ohio prevailing system gives you at one 
has within its borders not one college college a useless telescope, and at 
ot university well equipped in any another a useless observatory, 
respect— not one wh' I " b I k w f th denominational 

th tl d f rth las th tt wl h has received a splen- 

th I 1 tt St t fM h 1 dd 1 1 II tin; but as it has 

^^ yfth yfltp fgl gical laboratory, 

^ ^' ' d t i t f I gi 1 1 ofessor, the col- 

^ ^ * f t P t th 1 t f 11 t fie purposes, is a 

P f h 1 1 t has m 11 

t gll itl wh 1 t m fp b Ik tl denominational 

\^ * ' t' 1 t h S t 1 1 t wl h eived from a de- 

^ '"^ ^ ^ "" d 11 t 1 t d a splendid her- 

f P "> y h 1 d 1 gh h 1 I ra b t f the day it was 

<i ' m 1 1 ocl 1 ffi d t h been used, for 

™ ^ ^ ^ ^ 1 g 1 tl as th t tl r member of the 

* ' 11 Tl J t m las b d t lasp ided a professor- 

p d by th I tt 1 m from I p f ! t y 

*' ==' t tl b t 1 U I k w th titution of this 

and the whole secret of its excellence kind, which has received an excellent 
IS, that, by wise and liberailegislation, collection -in mineralogy ; but all ap- 
stimuius and direction were given to peals from the denomination to which 
private endowment. The difference it belongs have failed to secure an 
between the two States I have named endowed professorship of metallurgy; ■ 
is, that in Michigan a public endow- and it would be money saved, had the 
mentgnve statesmanlike direction to collection never been taken out of tha 
private endowment ; while in Ohio all earth. 

was frittered away and scattered be- Compare this with the example [ 
tween the clamors and intrigues of have just mentioned. The nation 
sects and localities. gave a moderate grant for a univer- 

So much for the direction of endow- sity to the State of Michigan : the 
ments ; look now at their aggregation. State legislature added to "it judi- 
Take tlie facts as they stand : I will ciously. Thus was built up one great 
mention cases well known. A weak institution. The result is, that from 

' ' !ge in one of our various parts of the State, and from 

from a friend a other States, gifts have been aggre- 



inational colh 



(b.Google 



and Advanced Education. 483 

gated about the nucleus thus formed, into charge of the primary schools. 

Thus was provided both a telescope These last, in their turn, send up their 

and an observatory ; thus has its best men through intermediate grades 

library been enlarged; thus were de- to the university. The result is a 

veloped its illustrative collections, system of which the whole State is 

They are a matter of State concern becoming proud, and one which puts 

and State pride; and individual gifts to shame the feeble anarchy prevail- 

Rome in from all sides more and mpre iug in the education of moat of her 

to supplant public gifts. sister States. 

The same, in a less degree, may be If there should be public provision 

seen in several other universities ; the for any education at all, it should be a 

only difficulty in these cases is, that good provision ; and there can be no 

public gifts have been too small to good provision for any part of a sys- 

give the public system a fair and full tem of public instruction which does 

trial. not develop every part folly, and all 

But I argue next, that our existing parts harmoniously. To be a good 

public school system leads logically systero, it must be a living system ; 

%nA necessarily to the endowment of and it cannot be a living system, 

advanced instruction. unless its growth be complete. If its 

For years the prevalent American highest parts are left to wither, its 

practice baa divorced the primary and trunk and roots will wither also, 
secondary education from advanced Again ; I argue that the existing 

education. Kever was a system more system of public endowments for ad- 

illogical ; never did a system more vanced education in matters relating 

fully show its unreason by its results, to the military and naval service 

When we attempt to divorce ad- leads logically to public provision 

vanced from preliminary education, we for advanced education in -matters 

are simply persisting in cutting the relating to the civil service of the 

whole mass of branches and boughs nation. 

and blossoms of education from the If the preservation of the national 
trunk ; and when we succeed in rear- honor is the ground for public previs- 
ing goodly trees by persistently saw- ion in one case, it is the ground in the 
ing off all their upper growth, and other. Nay, if the preservation of 
leaving the bare trunk, then, and not the national existence is the ground 
till then, can we have goodly systems in one case, it is the ground not less 
of primary and secondary public in the other. The number in milita^ 
schools, while we cut off from them ry and naval service is less than twen- 
the whole development of higher edu- ty thousand : the number of those in 
cation. civil service, counting National and 

Again I cite the State of Michigan. State officials, is probably ten times^t 

Its university,' in which its whole sys- that number. 

tem of public instruction culminates, See where the hap-hazard system , 

has shed hght and life into its high of public advanced education, doled 

schools, and those ^ain into the great out to a great nation by various sects, 

number of secondary and primary has led us. From one end of the 

schools. The best graduates are con- country to the other there is not a 

stantly going into the teachershipa of regular permanent provision for ad- 

the high schools, aud their best pupils vanced instruction in ^e history of 
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tl e Ln tei Stat«a Look the wl ole la s not the oaly warfare between. 

number of three hundred and s xty nodem States 

college tl rougi and you do ot hnd Tl e or ate t o oiern varfire s 

ave n one or t o inj reg Ur pro rap dly be om g an ndu tr al war 

o for nstr t n pol t cal tare Eve y great uat on a recogn z~ 

p ono y and so al sc ence Tike ng th B t tl e moit stnlc ng th ng 

tie pi net results as reg^is so al about t s a change m metl od The 

s ce Every j ear the ost s fear old jstem of wag ng war by tar f6 

f i Nearly to tj State legislatures and lount a a ^ eld ng to the js 

a d nearlj forty t n es forty county tem of develop ng nat o af t t and 

and local boards leal g w th natters sk 11 by te ! val edu at o Hit 

relat g t p pens cr me lu acy is the mea ng f the great expos 

d ocy tl e are of the deaf lumb and tions of nd at \ of the last t venty 

U nd mal ng prov a o egard ng five years that a the n ean ng ot all 

tl ematacoatofm 51 ous ponmlios tl e great at tut on wh 1 odern 

and ve y rarely w th ny fun lamen State are prov d ng for 1 ghet edu 

tal stud of tl e con pi catedq est ons cat o n t! e ac enoea bear ng up 

nvolved \ nder England uffer the ar ous adust es — edu at on to 

ng from error n the e le pecta made enable nat ons to hold tl e r own 

ce t rea ago here are o r States among n odem Stit s — eiu at on 

repeat ng nany f the same eors cvlmnngad p bin cal eng 

lake next tie mple re ult i re eer ng tie appl cat oa ot the 

gards pol t cM sc ence Lo k at our nati ral and phys cal encea to agn 

at onal leg statu e conta n ng al nlture a 1 manufacture n arts of 

ways a lorg umber of st ong men dea g as appl ed to tl e mak ng ot 

and jatr t men hut tie i oogest var us fair s 

of tl em ofte g ve uj to theor es Tl a varfare s real as the otl er 
wh eh the oat careful tl nk ng of The army engaged n t a larger than 
t! e world and tl world s eijer ence tl e other t a on our a de e gl t 
as rec rded m h story lo g n e ex n 11 on strong and tl e nat on wh h 
ploded leaves ed cat on regard ng t to the 
But tie analogy extend hejo d dr blets wh h can be wheedl d out 
tl e nter al afia r-. of o r Nat on and f nd v d ala by se tar an appeals 
States . it extends to our external rela- wdl hnd that it baa neglected its 
tions. I do not apeak of the diplo- highest dutiea, and abdicated aome of . 
matic service, though the want of ita noblest functiona. 
higher knowledge with reference to Again : I argue that not only does a 
that has long been felt; but I allude true regard for the material prosper- 
to an analogy of another aort forced itj/ of the nation demand a more reg- 
upon us by these times. ular and thorough pwblio ^ovUioft 
I start again with the premises for advanced education, but that our 
universally conceded, that public pro- highest political interests demand it. 
vision is necessary to fit men tn take From aU sides "come outcries againat 
part in warfare by land and sea, to bold the debasement of American poHtica, 
our country in the position ahe ought and especially against groas material 
to occupy among modem nations. corruption. Ho doubt, great part of 
But the warfare to which men are these cries are stimulated by scandal- 
educated at West Point and Annapo- hunters and ^iisation-mongers ; still 
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s ix) give much food for 
serious thought. 

Now, I assert, that, as a rule, our 
public men who have received an ad- 
vanced education have not yielded to 
gross corruption. Understand the 
assertion. It is not that men who 
have not had the advantages of an 
advanced education yield generally 
to corrupt influences, — far from it; 
some of the noblest opponents of cor- 
niptiiu nehive hid have been men 
Ifbaiiei) by eaily poverty from thor 
ou^h tducation, — but whit 1 assert 
s simply this go among the men 
who disgiace >ur i.ountrj by gro^s 
corruption, — whether m iity state 
01 national counuls — and jou iind 
the ureat mtjonty of them of the 
lU's that his received ju'tt edutation 
enough to enter into the struggle for 
pi lie or pelf, and not enough to 
appreciate higher considerations 

rh preliminary education which 
many of our strongest men have re 
cei^e! leaves them simply heasta of 
piey it has simply sharpened their 
clans a 1 wt etted the rtuak But a 
h gher educat on whetl er n ac ence 
literature or 1 story not only si rpeos 
a man s t-wiult es hut g vci 1 ne 
exemplars and leala H s tr f,^le 
for pl-icp a 1 pelf s as a rule mo 1 
fiel 1 V CO Jerat ous to wh ch a man 
of lower edu t on vpry ofte a 
stra £.er He s 1 fted up to t plane 
from w! h he cm i k down upon 
cess n CO rupt oa with the scorn t 
deserves The lett g do vn n charge 
terof ourNat o 1 and State counc Is 
has notonously ncreased ju t as tl e 
predom nan e of men of advd ced 
educat on tl ae co c Is h s de 
crea ed Pres de t Barnard % adm 
rable paper si owing tl e relat veiy 
dim a shing number of me of ad 
vanced educat on n our p hi ta 
ton de ide b decal k less 



the rise, decade by decade, of material 
corruption. This is not mere con- 
comitancy: there is a relation here 
of cause and effect. \ 

If we are to have more statesmen 
of that high type which is alone wor- 
thy of a republic, we must have bet- 
ter provision for educating the young 
men of rude strength, who are taking 
hold of public affairs in all parts of 
our country, and especially in the 
great States of the West. We must 
have an education provided for, that 
shall lift them above mere mammon- 
worship, into those realms where the 
greit thoughts of great men give the 
atmosphere in which can best be cul- 
tn ated a aenae of duty to Gk)d and to 
country. To give better men to pub- 
lic st-it ions, you must have provisions 
fDr instructing our atrongeat young 
men which shall lift them above the 
prevalent idea of life among auch 
multitudes of our succeBsful men, — 
the idea that life is a game of grasp- 
ing ind griping for forty years, with 
a whme for God's mercy at the end 
of t 

A d finally I ns st that it s a 
d tj f society to ttself i duty wh ) 
t annot throw o^ to see t) at tie 
st ok of talent and geti ua %n Pack 
genf at on have cha ce Jor develop 
nent tJ at tt maj be added to tl 
worWs st-oek and aid 1 1 the mo Id « 

Of all State treasures the gen us 
a d talent of t aens are tl e mo t 
irecous ihatarl Bol e n a Sala 



< ntry s tl ere so 
d tale t Iv ng 
n An e ca Now 



a d that n 
uuch gen u 
arou d loone 
t )ust th s gen us an I ale t 11 
as all h story si owa pr vate capar ty 
nd the law of s pply and demand 
V 11 not develop 

F t I am n et here hrst by a 
n 1 e e te on of t! iis e Ja re 
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argument. It is said that the beat remember no Spartan voice raised to 

policy is to leave the building-up of repel them, 

such institutions entirely to private But grant that the argument 

hands J that such a plan educates the againat public aid ia good at Harvard, 

people to give, makes them self-re- ia it good anywhere else in this coun- 

liant. try ? It certainly cannot be held 

The latest form of this argument gdod at Yale, or at Dartmouth, or at 

wa? put forth in the National Asaoci- Brown, or at Rutgers, or at the Uni- 

ation of Teachers last year at ElmJra, versity of Vermont, — institutions 

in a speech by President Eliot of which received the national grant of 

Harvard. 1862 for promoting the application of 

Now, I do not yet take up the ques- science to industry, and are making 

tion of a single national univeraity at a moat noble return for the gift, 
the national capita!; but when the Grant that Harvard can now dis- 

distinguished president of Harvard pense with public aid (although her 

College condemns by implication, as recent history looks ao little like it), 

in the speech to which I have re- it does not at all follow that tlie other 

ferred, all public provision for ad- institutions of the country can dis- 

vanced instruction, whether by Nation pense with it, ■ Close under the 

or State, we all have the right to shadow of the great palaces and 

stand amazed. At its very beginning, warehouses of a metropolitan city, 

the univeraity over which he pre- that institution, to the joy of us all, 

sides had aid from the State in which is the recipient of splendid gift* from_^ 

it stands; and it has not been slow to princely merchants and scholars."" 

accept public aid at various periods But how few of our colleges have the ■ 

since. In these latter days, its advantage of being near so great an 

greatest glory, its museum of natural accumulation of capital ! 
science, is largely the result of cod- Nor ia this all. Harvard can afford 

stant application to the legislature to speak complacently to her young 

of Massachusetts. The whole coun- sisters, for she is enjoying the accumu- 

try has rejoiced that the State of iations of two hundred years. But 

Massachusetts has had the practical are the Western States to wait two 

good sense thus to grant funds to hundred years ? Here is the whole 

cany on the great work of Prof, question. The prospect held out to 

Agassiz at Harvard; and they rejoiced the younger States is, that those of 

also when the liberality of the State their colleges which happen to he near 

stimulated a noble growth of private great centres of wealth may, in a 

liberality, century or two, arrive at the position 

But this is not all. So far as the which Harvard has now attained, 
public has learned, there stands in But I come to the second Tpart of 

the annals of that university no the objection ; Is it necessary that 

record of any rejection of favors, public provision be withheld in order 

even from the National Government, that private persons may give, and 

The benefits accruing to that institu- that public spirit may thus be culti- 

tion from the Coast Survey are well vated ? Even if it be so, I fail to see 

known ; and when rich spoils came to force in the argument. As well might 

it from the dredging expedition of President EUot argue against any 

"The Hassler," a national ship, I public provision for policemen, in 
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order t1iat individuals may toughen 
tlioir muscles in fighting ruffians; or 
against any public provi'sion for 
prisons, in oi-der t! at d v d i s 
may sharpen their m nds not t 
ting thieves. The h story of tl e 
private gifts for educat on crj tall zed 
about the various puhl c g fts ind 
especially about that of ISB**, sho s 
that well-directed public bounty stim- 
ulates private bounty. It ahowa that 
Americans will give where they see 
something well established to which 
it seems worth while to give. "To 
him that hath shall be given " is the 
rule for advanced education. 

The laissea /aire argument is good 
against gorernraent provision for 
those things which private persons 
may he fairly expected to establish 
and maintain from expectation of 
gain ; but all history shows that ad- 
TanceJ education is not one of those 
things. The greatest modern apostle 
of the laisses fairs principle, John 
Stuart Mill, on this and other 
grounds, especially excludes educa- 
tion in all its grades from the opera- 
tion of the iaisses fairs principle. 
Says Mr. Mill, — 



"But there are other things of the 
worth of w-liich tho demand of the market 
is by uo means a test, — things of wliich the 
utility (load not consist in ministering to 
inclinations, nor in serving the daily uses 
of life, anil the want of which h least felt 
where the neeil is greatest. This is pecu- 
liarly true of those things which are chiefly 
useful at (ending to raise the character of 
human beings. ... It will conttnually 
happen on the voluntary Bystein. that, the 
end uot being desired, the means will uuC 
he jicovided at all, or tJiat, the persons re- 
quiring iiiiproveiiient having an imperfect 
UF altogether erroneous conueption of what 
they want, fJie supply called, forth by the 
demand of the market will be any thing 
but what is really required. ... Ediscatfon, 
therefore, is one of those things which it is 
admissible in principle that a government 
should provide for the people. The case is 
oae Xo wbicb the reasons of the nou-lnlar- 



And again ■ — 



lie a se the a e Is not ne in w ] 1 the 
uferest anl j dgment of tie ons ner 
a e a a fii ient set ntj fo the goudnesa 
uf the ommod tj i 

but it IS said that universities pub- 
licly endowed would overshadow the 
existing colleges. Doubtless this 
would be the case with many of the 
weakest ones in the newer States ; 
but is that a hardship ? If there is 
any thing in the matter of education 
for which Michigan and California 
and Wisconsin and Minnesota have 
reason to bless their early statesmen, 
it is just this creation of State uni- 
versities, which have overshadowed 
the whole corps of little sectarian 
colleges and universities, or rather 
'rendered them impossible. 

But while the whole brood of 
feeble colleges must thus be weakened, 
I firmly believe that the really strong 
colleges and universities, even those 
which have grown up under the old 
system, would be greatly strengthened 
thereby. This is not more theory. 
Look at the history of advanced in- 
struction during the last ten years. 
Several of our older institutions were, 
ten years ago, in a state of torpor, or 
of very moderate progress, to say the 
least. What was the beginning of a 
new order of things at Harvard ? 
Notoriously the famous pamphlet of 
Dr. Hedge, exhibiting the system and 
work of the University of Michigan. 
From that publicly-endowed institu- 
tion in the West came a very strong 
impulse to university-growth in the 
East. The interest in university 
progress at Harvaid and Yale, and 
Wesleyan and Amherst, and Prince- 

> Milt, Political Ecoaamj, vol. 11. book t. 
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ton and Union, and Lafayette and tions and churches, and to the other 
"Washington-Lee Colleger, has un- good appliances accessible in a Chiia- 
questionabi^ been aided by the spirit tian country. 

thus aroused. Wliat is wanted in But it is said, "Your legisl^.tures 
this country is examples wliich will and public authorities will manage 
stamp into the mind of our people such trusts badly, and appoint unfit 
what a true university ought to be. persons to professorships." 
Show an example of this sort to the Some will do so at first ; most will 
friends of the really strong old col- not. Save in one or two cases, no such 
leges, so that they can really under- charge can be made in the whole his- 
staiid It, and they will give liberally toryof State management of over forty 
to build up their older colleges as State universities and colleges, and a 
nobly as any new ones. Let any still greater number of normal schools. 
State develop its university never so Norcan tlnscharge be madeagainst 
high, the alumni of Harvard and the management by the United States 
Ta,le, and Columbia and Bi-own, and of the national academies at West- 
Princeton and Union and Rutgers, Point and Annapolis, orof the Smitli- 
and others of like vigor, will not let sonian Institution, under the very 
their own colleges be behindhand. eaves of the national Capitol. 

Still another argument in opposi- Favoritism and mismanagement are 
tion runs as follows : " No institution likely to he far greater in the close 
can be Christian, unless there be some corporations of denominational col- 
denominational dogma as its basis ; a. leges, each too weak to live without 
publicly-endowed institution cannot propitiating the " leading men of the 
accept any denominational basis : denomination." 

thert^ore it will bo infidel and atheis- But it is said, "The denomina- 
tic ; " or, to put it ill shorter form, " a tional colleges have given to the 
college must be sectarian to be Chris- country many strong men." True; 
*'*'^' but what does tliis prove? Extend 

To say nothing of other difficulties, the argument a little. A simple 
one fatal difficulty with this argument printing-office education has given to 
is, that it proves too much. As Bishop the country many strong men, — such 
McQuaid of Kocbester recently urged men as Franklin and Greeley; but 
with great cogency, this argument, if does it follow that we should have no 
good for any thing against institutions other agency for developing the latent 
of advanced instruction, is far stronger talent and genius of the country? 
against out whole common-school sys- The colleges have developed much 
tern. The simplest view of the sub- talent for the pulpit, bar, and forum; 
ject shows us that there is far more but we need yet stronger agencies for 
reason for requiring sectarian schools developing yet more; and the proof 
for children, who cannot provide for is to be found in Dr. Barnard's statis- 
their own religious wants, and who tics, which show the declining nura- 
are at the most tender and impressi- her, proportionately, of college-bred 
tie period, than for young men, whose men in ail our public positions, execu- 
fundamental ideas are already formed, tive, legislative, and judicial, 
to a great extent, and who have free Besides this, our needs are vastly 
access to multitudes of devoted oler- increased and extended. Our modern 
gymen, and to the Christian associa^ civilization demands now what very 



(by Google 



and Advanced Educaiwn. 489 

few of our colleges and universities little chance in any otlier, unless tliere 
are prepared to give, — tfaorongh train- be public endowments for advanced 
ing in civil, mechanical, and mining instruction. 

engineering, iw architecture, in chem- And now what should our practical 
istry applied to agriculture and man- policy be in carrying outthe general 
ufactures, in all those sciences and principle I Tiave advocated ? Let «9 
arts which are building modern civili- s,?e if we cannot get out of the realm 
zation. The little college with four of theory into the realm of practice. 
or five professors is no longer enough. And first, aa to practical dealings 
To meet this modem need, we want with the question, in the newer States. 
institutions most thoroughly and Now, there is one very fortunate thing 
largely equipped with laboratories, in the whole matter; and that is, as 
libraries, museums, experimental regards public provision for education 
grounds, observatories, and the like, in the new States, there is already a 
which demand great concentration of National and State policj-, based on 
means in a few places. the right principle, and tending to 

But It IS said, "Institutions for the right direction. It has not been 
advanced instruction are for the carried out with sufficient liberality 
wealthy, for rich men's sons, and or continuity ; atiil it has always been 
not for the poor." ju one direction, and that is, I think, 

Nothing could be more wide of the the right direction. In accordance 
fact. The rich man is indeed vastly with this policy, the Congress of the 
intere.^ted indirectly; for thorough United States gave tbe newer 
provision for advanced education will States, — 

raise up a thoughtful class of men. First, a grant of land to serve as a 
who are tlie natural enemies of all nncleus fund for primary and second- 
the wild theories which tend to deso- ary instruction. 

late society, or disturb public prosperi- Second, Congrpss gave the States 
ty; but, if any person more than a grant to serve as a nucleus fund for 
another is fully and directly interested, university instruction, 
it is the poor flian. The rich man Third, Congress has given to the 
can send his son to another State or new Sutes, as well as to the old, a 
to another country; the poor man grant to serve as a nucleus fund for 
cannot. The doctrine I advocate is instruction, especially in sciences hear- 
ths only one, which, in many parts of ing on the great industries. This 
our country, can insure a worthy edu- National and State policy, thus in 
tation to tlie sons of poor men. The harmony, has begun to be supple- 
whole experience of the world shows, mented by an individual policy. Al- 
tl t fro tl e ra ks of povertj con es re dj niviuals are beginning to 
bj far tl e greate t p r of I e g s ag{,re„ate g its about the funds thus 
and talent a d en rgy of the or d pro ded by tl e N t on and the "^ 
I the great na or y t our States Sta e 

tl 3 great oUss d c[I ed bj j Here then s a ] ol y distinct and 

er J i a e no cl an e for a j ad ons tent So far a.« it has been 
va tel educaton in applelsce e carr ed o t t I a. wo 1 ed well. The 
m c V 1 eng eer g n n e 1 an al only 1 ffi Ity s tl t it has been . 
en ne r g in m ng eng n eer <' carr ed out too tl Jy and timidly: 
and kindred departments and very wl at I advocate s that it be carried 
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out firmly and logically. I would whose whole system of public action 
have Congress strengthen the foun- consists, not in promoting a practical 
dations it has laid in the States, hlo plan, but in growing over and 
thoughtfully and liberally, in view scolding at every thing suppos,-d to 
of the vast populations that are to contravene ultra doctrines of non- 
Kside in those States, and in view of interference and the ultra laisses 
tiieabsolutonecessiryofhavingstrong faire phrases; but it is a policy 
centres of enhghtenment in those vast already adopted, and is the only one 
populations. which can give aih-anced education to 

Nest, as to State policy. I would our great new States, 
have it go in the same direction as Let me sum up the whole case 
heretofore, but with a liberality and based on facts presented in public 
steadmess showing far more fore- reports, which I ask you as thought- 
sight. I would have each of those ful men lo ponder. Remember, then. 
States build up higher upon the foun- that in not one of our States, outside 
dations laid by national grants their the original thirteen, has there yet 
public institutions for advanced in- been established by private eiiter- 
Btruction as distinguished from pri- prise or sefitarian zeal a college or 
vate sectarian institutions. I would university with a faculty approaching 
have each State build up the one completeness as to numbers, or with 
institution under its control, rather a general equipment which reaches 
than the twenty under the control of mediocrity. In the whole number of 
conferences and dioceses and synods such sectarian institutions, there h 
and councils and consistories and not one complete faculty, not one 
presbyteries, and denominational as- library, laboratory, observatory, or 
sociations of \arious sects I would lUiiatritive collection, worthj of even 
have Michigan develcp more com the third rank even judging by our 
pletely her excellent norm d school American standard Tim is tl e out- 
at Ypsilanti, and her agrKultural come of neariv j century of eflort, 
college at Lansing and add i de- under the principle of ■,cattering re- 
partment of technology and 1 mining sources for advanced edurition m 
school, to her noble university it accordance «ith the demands of sec- 
Ann Arbor I would have Illinois tarianism, rather than concentrating 
strengthen her admirable industrial them in accordance with tiie plilns of 
university at Champaign, and Ar- statesmanship, 
kansas, Iiei-s at Lafayette. I would So much for the great new States 
have Missouri strengthen her State Turn now to the older States 
university at Columbia, and her min- What should he our policy with 
ing school at Eolla; and Iowa . (Am ? Wise statesmanship dictates 
strengthen her State college at Ames ; that we be not fettered bv a single 
and Minnesota, her State university theory or doctrine, no matter how good 
at St Anthony; and California go in the abstract. The older States, hav- 
on, as she recently has done so lifcer- inghad more timefor developinginsti- 
ally, and strengthen her university at tutions for advanced instruction, and 
Berkeley; and Kentucky, here at not having scattered resources with 
Ashland; and so with the rest. utter prodigality as the new States 

This is a policy which may he have done, have built up a small 
groaned over or sighed at by those number of colleges and universities 
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of real strength. On their founda- national viniversitiea; or should it 

tioti I would have piahlic grants and create oni- or more nen oni-a worthy 

private gifts combined. Here, too, of the nation, placing one of them at 

foitmiately, there is a welj-deftned the national capital, where tU vast 

National policy, and, to some extent, libraries, museums, and laboratories 

a State policy. of various sorts now existing may 

The National Government acted in be made of use for advanced instruc- 

aecordance with it when it gave the tion, and where the university could 

grant of lands for general and seien- act directly and powerfully for good 



m seiiding graduates admirably pre- 
pared into the very heart and centre 
of our national civil service, to ele- 
vate and strengthen it, — I believe, 
Jn "pite of pessimists and doctrinaires, 
that the result would tell for good 
upon the whole country. 

I do not enter into details of anv 



wlich 



tific and industrial education 
1862; and the States acted m ar-cord- 
ance with it, when they appropri- 
ated that grant, — Connecticut to 
Tale, New Hampshire to Dartmouth, 
Vermont to the Vermont University, 
New Jersey to Eutgers, Massachu- 
setts to the State Agricultural Col- 
lege and Institute of Technology, particular plan: for this I refer you 
Eliode Island to Brown University, to -the thoughtful papers of Prof. 
The Scripture rule n tl s case s to Hoyt ani benator Ho*e My - - 
him that hath si all be g ven the I s betn 
scientific rule i« 1 t tl ere be a su 
vi\'al of the fit est and tl e pla 
- rule of common sense — letter 
nation or State wl etl er n old Statt 
or new, whether 1 r p 1 1 or 
gifts ~ is, for pr nary eiucaton df McCl . 
fusion ; for advance 1 educat on con Tl e doctor first objects to the term 
centration of re ources sectar an colleg* 

And, as to the general appl cat on n ea by it 1 
of these rules t! e 1 story of all c v 1 h m A sectir a 
ized narions, anl especially our o«n, controlled bj anj smgle'seot or u)m- 
shows that the thoughtful statesman- bination of sects Sometimes this 
ship of each generation should pro- control is exercised bj giving the 
vide for the primary, secondary, and favored sect a majontv ol trustees or 
advanced education of each genera- professors, sometimes by requiring 
*"*"■ the president to be a cierg\man of a 

Accepting this principle, the jra- peculiar sect , sometimes by ocganiz- 
mediate care should evidently be to iug the controlling hoiy, at the 
strengthen by public action the best beginning in the interest ot the sect, 
foundations for advanced education and then keeping it a close corpora- 
which we already have ; and although tion. Unfortimatelj the ansner to 
I am not here as the advocate of a the learned doctor's que-ttion is writ- 
single national university, yet I may ten over the whole history ci Ameri- 
say, that should the National Govern- can education, and in letters very 
nient take a few of the strongest in big and blick From the dys when 
various parts of the country, and, by Henry Dunster, the first president of 
.greater endowments still, make them Harvard College, a devoted fl(.hoIar, 



m|!y to Idj do 
llustrate tie great ptncilef 
must ser e as a foundat on in th a 
wh le u tter 

A 1 now a word n answer to tl e 
vate obje t ons le entlj put forth by Dr 



anl asks what I 
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